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Teaching Children 


One Fact: Children Can Be Saved 
Two Encouragements Fs 
Three Admonitions 


Four Instructions 
Five Subjects to Teach 


By Charles H. Spurgeon 


“Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord.”—Psalm 34:11. 


Children are capable of being 


taught the fear of the Lord. We 
have heard it said by some that 
children cannot understand the 
great mysteries of religion. We 
even know some Sunday school 
teachers who cautiously 


the Gospel, because they think 
the children are not prepared to 
receive them. Alas, the same mis- 
take has crept into the pulpit, for 
it is currently believed among a 
certain class of preachers that 
many of the doctrines of the Word 
of God, although true, are not fit 
to be taught to the people since 
they would pervert them to their 
own destruction! 


Whatever my God has revealed 
ought to be preached. Whatever 
He has revealed, if I am not cap- 
able of understanding it, I will 
still believe and preach it. (1 do 
hold that there is no doctrine of 
the Word of God which a child, 
if he be capable of salvation, is 
not capable of receiving.) I would 
have children taught all the great 
doctrines of truth without a soli- 
tary exception, that they may la- 
ter hold fast to them. I can bear 
witness that children can under- 
stand the Scriptures, for I am sure 
that when but a child I could have 
discussed many a knotty point of 
controversial theology, having 
heard both sides of the question 
freely stated among my father’s 
circle of friends. In fact, children 
are capable of understanding some 
things in early life, which we 
hardly understand afterward. 
(Children have eminently a sim- 
plicity of faith.) Simplicity is akin 
to-the highest knowledge. Indeed, 
we know not that there is much 
distinction between the simplicity 
of a child and the genius of the 
profoundest mind. He who re- 
ceives things simply, as a child, 
will often have ideas which the 
man who is prone to make a syl- 
logism of everything will never 
attain unto. 

If you wish to know whether 
children can be taught, I point 
you to many in our churches, not 
prodigies, but such as we fre- 
quently see—Timothies and Sam- 
uels, and little girls, too—who have 
early come to know a Saviour’s 
love. As soon as a child is capable 
of being damned,’ it is capable of 
being saved. As soon as a child 
can sin, that child can, if God's 
grace assist it, believe and receive 
the Word of God. As soon as chil- 
dren can learn evil, be assured 
that they are competent, under 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
to learn good. 


Never go to your class with the 
thought that the children cannot 
comprehend you; for if you do not 
make them understand, it is be- 
cause you do not understand your- 
selves. If you do not teach chil- 
dren what you wish, it is because 
you are not fit for the task. You 
should find out simpler words 
more fitted for their capacity, and 
then you would discover that it 
was not the fault of the child, but 
the fault of the teacher if he did 
not learn. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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mentioning the great doctrines of 


Charles H. Spurgeon 


When God Made 


v, By Dr. W. Herschel Ford, Pastor, 


Haste 


—___ 


First Baptist Church, El Paso, Texas 


We are the most impatient people on earth. We are al- 
ways in a hurry; we are always pushing on to something 
else. We never have time to sit down and meditate as our 


forefathers did. 


When I was a boy friends 
used to drop in on Sunday 
afternoon and my parents 
would sit and talk to them 
for hours, while I listened. We 
don’t have much time for that 
now. 


Someone has said that in 
the olden days we didn’t mind 
waiting a week for the next 
train, but today we let out a 
squawk if we miss one section 
of a revolving door, Another 
has said, “Three words are 
characteristic of today’s life— 
hurry, worry and bury.” We 
hurry to everything; we wor- 
ry about everything; then 
they bury us before our time. 

But God is never in a hurry. 
When He made the world He took 
His time. He created everything, 
and then He rested. Later He said 
that He would send the Messiah 
into the world. Often men cried 
out, “How long, O Lord, how 
long?” But God knew what He 
was doing and when to do it. 

When, therefore, did He send his 
son? He sent Him “in the fulness 


| 


We like to imagine the reaction 
of people who receive "THE SWORD 
OF THE LorD. Sometimes people 
write us and give us an idea. Do 
you remember the letter we quot- 
ed once, about a man who nearly 
hit the telephone poles coming 
home from the office because he 
was reading ,THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp on the day it came? And 
then when he got home with it, 
his wife burned the dinner be- 
cause she was reading it! 

We like to feel that people are 
glad when the mailbox yields a 
fresh, new copy of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD; so we enjoy letters like 
these: 

Mr. Lockley from Ft. Worth, 
Texas, wrote this interesting note: 
“Every time my little children 
come in with THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp from the mail box they say, 
‘Daddy, your Sword FROM the 
Lord is here!’ ”’ 


“It Wasn’t Until I Started 
Getting the SWORD That 
I Gave Up the Grudge of 
Losing Our Child” 


We believe that this dear friend 
in New Zealand will not mind our 
quoting part of her letter, though 
we withhold her name. You will 
be blessed by it, as we were here 
in the office. 


“My spiritual life seemed al- 
most dead, but praise the Lord, 
through this wonderful paper, 
I have started to live how He 
wants me to live. I wish preach- 
ers of the Gospel here in New 
Zealand weren't frightened to 
preach about sin. I get more out 
of THe Sworp than I do from 


“Daddy, Your Sword 


FROM 


the lord is Here!” 


By Viola Walden 
Assistant to the Editor 


many meetings I goto here.... 
My young three-and-a-half-year- 
old often gets the mail for me 


and he runs inside saying, ‘Here’s 
a SworD Mammy! Here’s a 
SworD!’ He knows it will please 
me and he'll get a big kiss. I 
have been torn between two 
opinions—whether to keep my 


Sworps to look over in days to 
come, or whether to pass them 
on to others. 

“One day a friend of mine 
was here and she asked if she 
could take a Sworp home. I 
said, ‘Yes, as long as you send 
them back.’ She _ said she 
wouldn't take them because the 
children might ‘get them and 
rip them. After: she had gone 
I didn’t seem -to enjoy THE 
Sworp as much as I did be- 
fore. So I wrote and told her 
she could have them and they 
are proving a blessing in their 
home, too. 

“T was brought up in a church 
that believed you can be saved, 
then lost, and they also taught 
that we go through the tribula- 
tion. They believe that tongues 
is meant for now and that you 
aren’t saved until you talk in 
tongues. I had all this kind of 
thing drummed into me till I 
was fifteen years old, when I 
ran away and the Welfare took 
me. When I left, they (the 
church) told me I was a heretic 
and would never get to Heaven, 
nv matter what I did. 

“The years that followed were 
torment. On Easter 1952 I went 
to a Christian Youth Camp and 
praise God, my doubts are set- 
tled! At that same camp I met 

(Continued on page 2) 


of the time.” Often today when 
we look out upon the world and 
see all the unrest and turmoil] and 
trouble which envelops mankind 
we are prone to say, “Why doesn’t 
God do something about it?” But 
God knows what He is doing; He 
knows when to intercede. 


We think of the Second Coming, 
the time when Christ will take us 
out of this world and straighten 
everything up. We ask, “Why 
doesn’t He come now? Oh, Lord, 
why do You tarry?” But God 
knows His business. He will send 
His Son when the time is ripe. 
God may be slow but He is never 
late. We need to remember that. 


But the Bible tells us of one 
time when God made haste. We 
find it in the old story of the 
prodigal son. The boy left home: 
he went into a far country and 
lost everything he had, He made 
the great decision to go home. and 
soon he was on his way. His fa- 
ther saw him coming over the 
brow of the hill and ran to meet 


him. He threw his arms around 
him, kissed him, placed the robe 
upon him, and commanded the 
feast to be prepared. 

Now the father in the story is 
God. In fact, the whole story is 
not so much about the prodigal 
son as it is about a loving and 
forgiving father. So here is the 
great truth in the story. When a 
sinner realizes his lost condition 
and starts toward God in repent- 
ance and faith, God rushes out 


to meet him. He puts His arms 
around him, saves him and gives 
him the best that He has. And if 
any of you will turn to Him to- 
night, He will make haste to 
meet you and save you. 


“And he said, A certain man had two 
sons: And the younger of them said to his 
father, Father, give me the portion of goods 
that falleth to me. And he divided unto 
them his living. And not many days after 
the younger son gathered all together, and 
took his journey inte a far country, and 
there wasted his substance with riotous liv- 
ing. And when he had spent all, there arose 
a mighty famine in that land; and he 
began to be in want. And he went and 
joined himself to a citizen of that country; 
and he sent him into his fields to feed 
swine. And he would fain have filled his 
belly with the husks that the swine did 

(Continued on page 4) 
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[pos God Keep 
His Children? 


By the 


Answering 


Gives Christians 


the Slander 
trine of Everlasting 


Editor 


That the Bible Doc- 
Life for Believers 


a License to Sin 


Many Scriptures teach that salvation is wholly of God’s 
grace, and not earned by man’s works. 


“For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
it is the gift of God: 


of yourselves: 


and that not 
Not of works, lest any 


man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in 


Christ Jesus unto good works, 


which God hath before or- 


dained that we would walk in them” (Eph. 2:8-10), Here the 


Scripture says that people are 


saved by grace through faith, 


and that it is not of ourselves, it is the gift of God. God saves 


people not by their works, lest 


we are not saved by good works—but we are 
Christ Jesus UNTO good works.” 


we should boast about it. And 
“created in 
Good works are a result of 


salvation and not a way to get salvation. 


Again Titus 3:5 says, “Not by| 
works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost.” 

Again and again the Scripture 
plainly teaches that people are not 
saved by good works, not kept 
by good works, but saved by God's 
grace, People do not deserve sal- 
vation when they get it. They do 
not deserve it after they get it. 

The Word also clearly teach- 
es that one who is saved has a 
new nature. He is “born again,” 


“born of God.’ The Christian “be- 
ing born, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word 


of God, Which liveth and abideth 
for ever” .(I Pet. 1:23). Christians 
are made “partakers of the divine 
nature” (II Pet. 1:4). The Chris- 
tian still has the old nature, but 
now being converted, he has alsa 
a new nature, and of this new na- 
ture, the newly-created person 
within, we read, “We know that 
whosoever is born of God sinneth 
not; but he that is begotten of 
God keepeth himself, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not” (I 
John 5:18). That does not mean 
that a Christian never sins—but 
it means that there is a new na- 
ture within the Christian, and this 


(Continued on page 3) 
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How blessed it is to be at home, 
to be in the office and getting a 
lot of work done! I thank God 
for rest and a little leisure last 
week, but I thank Him more for 
the work He has given us to do 
and for joy in the work. 

Another week at home and then 
on Saturday, August 12, I will 
fly to Ontario Bible Conference, 
Oswego, New York, for a week 
with Dr. Andrew Telford. Then 
August 21-27 I will be at the 
Sword conference for whole fami- 
lies at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 
on the Bill Rice Ranch. Some will 
«et this announcement in time to 
still plan to come. Some motel and 
hotel rooms in town will be avail- 
able after the conference accom- 
modations are all filled. We can- 
not promise without reservations 
ahead of time. Come if you can. 

That is the Bill Rice Ranch, 
Franklin Road, nine miles west of 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 


How Many, Many Need 
THE SWORD! 

A young man, recently sur- 
rendered to preach, writes to tell 
how THE Sworp oF THE LorpD is 
greatly blessing him. He cannot 
buy the books he wants. From 
many foreign countries requests 
are coming from national pastors 
who read English. Some now get 
THe Sworp, want to continue it 
ihrough the Ministers and Mis- 
sionary Subscription Gift Fund. 
We have within the last month, 
put on, I think, about five thou- 
sand missionaries, national Chris- 
lian workers in foreign countries 
who read English, and a good 
many pastors in America to whom 
‘THe SWORD OF THE LORD is being 
introduced. That puts us behind 
1 Our Ministers and Missionary 
Subscription Gift Fund, and. we 
hope that many will listen to the 
voice of God and send a gift to 
help get the life-transforming and 
miumistry-enriching SworD OF THE 
Lard into the hands of thousands 
who need it, and many of whom 
cannot pay for it themselves. Can 
you send a gift to THE Sworp or 
THE LoRD Ministers and Mission- 
ary Subscription Gift Fund? 


You Can Still Take a Quota 

We are offering the lowest 
rock-bottom club rates for those 
who will undertake to send in a 
club of twenty-five subscriptions 


or fifty subscriptions or one hun- 
dred subscriptions during the re- 
mainder of this year, 1961. If you 
will agree to send twenty-five or 
more subscriptions in that time, 
please write us and say so. Then 
when you have accepted such a 
quota, you may send subscriptions 
as fast as you can get them, and 


| pay for them at the lowest pos- 
_sible price, the club rate of $2.00 


a year. You need not wait until 
you can send them all at once, 
provided you tell us frankly that 
you will undertake to _ send 
twenty-five or fifty or a hundred 
subscriptions during this year. 
You may either show your paper 
to others and get them to sub- 
scribe, or you may pay for a few 
subscriptions each payday and 
send them in yourself, or you may 
have a Sworp Sunday in your 
church and give out sample copies, 
take subscriptions then and there. 
Will you accept a quota and 
start on a club of subscriptions to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD? Please 
write us at once telling us what 
you can do. Address THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD, Box 420, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


Greatly Needed: a Secretary 
and Businessman 


At the Sword of the Lord office 
we greatly need a first assistant 
and secretary to help Miss Viola 
Walden. We need a woman well- 
trained, with experience, one who 
is hard-working and dedicated for 
full-time permanent work, a very 
responsible work. Must have char- 
acter and mean business as a 
Christian. Reasonable salary, full- 
time Christian work. 


We also need a businessman to 
help run and bill our wholesale 
book business which we are be- 
ginning again. An_ experienced, 
older businessman, possibly a re- 
tired man, or a young college 
man of energy and training and 
reliability, can learn this business. 
He must be reliable, sold out to 
serve God by getting out the Gos- 
pel in print, willing and able to 
take responsibility, must love my 
books. 

The secretary must be a good 


typist, shorthand not required. 
The businessman should be a 
typist also. Address THE Sworp 


OF THE LorRD, Box 420, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


Kids Korner 
crowded out this 
issue. Sorry. It will 


When liquor goes into a man’s 
stomach, all things good go out of 


his heart! 
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Christian Criminals 


Does the above title sound 
startling? It was selected for its 
sensationalism but that does not 
make it any the less true! 


What is a criminal? A criminal 
is a law breaker! What does that 
make the Christian who breaks 
the speed limit on the highway, 
fails to stop at a stop sign, passes 
on hills and curves, or drives his 
automobile when he knows it is 


not in good mechanical shape? 
He is a Christian criminal! 
Whether he is “caught” or. not 


does not alter the situation one 
iota. 


It was formerly the opinion that 
no “moral turpitude’ was in- 
volved when someone was arrest- 
ed for some traffic violation. That 
opinion no longer prevails in traf- 
fic circles. As one official of the 
National Safety Council expressed 
it: “A mam drives as he lives.” 
How you drive strongly indicates 
the kind of character you possess. 

An article in The Living Church 
illustrated driver misconduct 
through the illustrious “seven 
deadly sins.” The first, SLOTH, 
or laziness, was described as “the 
sin that makes the motorist un- 
willing to take the time to cor- 
rect mechanical faults in his car 

it is behind such crimes as 
double parking.” 

GREED was described as “so 
obviously’ a traffie sin that the 
greedy driver has a specific title 

road hog. The greedy one de- 
mands more than his share of the 
road, demands the right to be 
first across an intersection.” 

LUST “in a sexual sense pro- 
duces some accidents through 
one-armed driving and distraction. 
But lust for speed and excitement 
is deadlier in traffic.” 

GLUTTONY, “particularly in 
the use of alcohol, dulls the senses, 
weakens the reflexes, spoils judg- 
ment.” 

ANGER “stirs resentment and 
often provokes hazardous response 

the petty irritation can be 
as deadly as the roaring wrath.” 

ENVY “is a classic killer. The 
driver who resents being passed 
or being left behind at a Stop light 
is being moved by envy to be- 
havior that jeopardizes life.” 

PRIDE was summed up with 
the words, “Behind every one of 
these driving sins lies the central 
sin of pride. We fallen, sinful peo- 
ple hunger for a sense of impor- 
tance, strength, power. Once en- 
cased in sheet metal, with the 
power of more than 100 horses 
responding to the gentle touch of 
a foot, we find ourselves lifted 
with a sense of greatness.” 

How does your character show 
up on the highway when you climb 
in behind the wheel? Don't forget, 
“a man drives as he lives.” 

(It might be a good idea to clip 
the above and tape it to your 
automobile instrument panel for 
further and repeated reference!) 

oe * 
Sin’s Steamrollers 

A report of Federal tax collec- 
‘tions revealed by the Commerce 
Clearing House showed § that 
Americans drank, smoked and 
gambled more in 1960 than any 
time in history. Among other dis- 
closures, this business and tax re- 
porting firm revealed: 

“Individual efforts produced in- 
come which returned some 58 bil- 
lion dollars in taxes, about 1 per 
cent above 1959. 
| “Americans smoked, drank, bet, 
watched television and traveled 
more in 1960, as tobacco, alcohol, 
wagering, television and luggage 
taxes climbed to new highs. 

“Americans dolled themselves 
up more, based on toilet prepara- 
tion taxes. 

“Fewer people ‘rolled’ ‘their own 
cigarettes but a ‘chaw’ or a pinch 
of snuff still appealed to many.” 

About the same time, the 1960 
U. N. Statistical Yearbook was 
published. giving figures prepared 
in cooperation with 150 nations 
and territories, plus’ specialized 
agencies of the United Nations. 


|'Admitting that the report is in- 
comp.ete because of 


unavailable from Soviet block 
countries and Communist-con- 
trolled sections of Asia (including 
mainland China), the 641-page 
English-French volume still has 
many revealing items, 

For example, there are 187 dif- 
ferent charts showing that tobac- 
co manufacturers turned out 1.77 
trillion cigarettes in 1959, com- 
pared with 1.03 trillion in 1948. 
Wineries increased their produc- 
tion from 185 million hectoliters 
of wine in 1948 to 239 million in 
1959. The breweries jumped from 
260 million hectoliters in 1948 to 
381 million in 1959. (A hectoliter 
is about 26% U. S. gallons.) 


Do not forget, “Righteousness 
exalteth a nation: but sin is a re- 
proach to any people” (Prov. 
13:24). 


% x: 


Clinical Alarm Clock! 


Dr. George W. Crane writes a 
syndicated newspaper column 
called “The Worry Clinic.” Re- 
cently he used his space to sound 
a warning to parents who fail to 
fulfill their responsibilities in the 
religious training of their off- 
spring. Said he: 

“Parents, wake up! God lends 
you children for just a little while. 

“Your job is not only to see that 
those youngsters have smallpox 
and polio shots to make them im- 
mune against such diseases. 

“But you are likewise responsi- 
ble for vaccinating them against 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Sword From the 
Lord is Here!” 


(Continued from page 1) 


my husband and 3% years after 
we were married. The old Devil 
gets at me quite often and I 
get my eyes on myself instead 
of on Jesus. A year after we 
were married God gave us a 
darling baby boy. He was a 
wonderful child . . . one day he 
took sick, and twelve days later 
was dead. What a shock we got! 
I knew he was better off, but 
it seemed: like a bucket of. cold 
water on my spiritual life. God 
has been good to us and has 
given us two healthy little boys 
ages 3% and 7 months. It 
wasn't till I started getting THE 
Sworp this year that I gave up 
the grudge of losing our child 


Yes, 
right in 
hearts, as it 
ny Fae, aR 


the Sworp sets. people 
doctrines and comforts 
did in the case of 

in New Zealand. 
A Magazine Rack on the 
Kitchen Table Contains 

Sword for Ready 
Reading! 


Mrs. Listiak in Warren, Ohio, 
Says, “A maple magazine rack 
(believe it or not) occupies our 
kitchen table, so that the Sworp 
and other data is readily avail- 
able for reading.” She has re- 
newed her subscription several 


years in advance so that the mes- 
sages will continue their influ- 
ence, particularly on their 13-year- 
old son who reads avidly, especial- 
ly on matters dealing with science. 


Decided Sword Books More 
Valuable Than Other Books, 
Perry Mason, Etc. Burns 
Literature “I Would Be 
Ashamed to Admit 
Was in My Home” 

The letterhead on this letter is 
“Orange Grove Bulldog Band” of 
Orange Grove, Texas. The write1 
is George T. CoVan. The subject 
is the Sworp and Sword books 
and pamphlets. You will find the 
letter interesting: 


“I’ve never been much fo! 
writing for books or pamphlets, 
but recently I’ve begun a clean 
up of my meager library and 


have decided that your books 
are far more valuable to me 
-than—shot’'em ups ‘Perry Ma- 


son’ and others that I would be 


ashamed to admit were in my) 
home. Often my wife doesn't 
agree on what books go out 


but they do just the same. My) 
mother-in-law gets riled at the 
money being wasted by throw- 
ing them away. ‘You ought t 
sell them!’ Weill, 1f they are not 


proper for me to read, 1 cer- 


tainly do not intend to let oth- 
ers be warped by them. I don’t 
just throw them, I burn them! 

“T hope soon to have a library 
of books that will help me live 
as my Lord wants, and not wor- 
ry about not being thought of 
&s a reader of so-called great 
literature. I long to be bold in 
the spirit as you and your as- 
sociates prove to be, and it’s 
tl. 

“May I say again how much 
you have helped me. I find that 
my wife turns to me more and 
more for spiritual advice and 
guidance, which is, I believe, the 
way it should be. That keeps 
me constantly searching and 
learning. There are many things 
I have to say ‘I don’t know’ 
to, but they are becoming fewer 
as I study the Bible, work your 
puzzles, read your paper, and 
study the Bible some more... .” 


Orders “Courtship” Booklet 
for Graduating 
Cheerleaders 


We believe that Sworp readers 
will be greatly encouraged by this 
letter from a woman in South 
Carolina who has been blessed by 
the Home, and the booklet, Court- 
ship and the Dangers of Petting. 
We will let her tell you about it: 


“I would like to get your 24- 
page booklet, Courtship and the 
Dangers of Petting for a group of 
graduating cheerleaders. I had the 
privilege of sponsoring these girls 
as close to God’s Word as possible. 
Now as they go off to college I 
feel they need this booklet. 


“T also would like to tell you 
that through reading your book 
on The Home I turned my life in 
courtship over to God. I was saved 
when I was nine years old and my 
mother had told me many of the 
same things that are in your book. 
I was a senior and I asked God 
for a Christian husband. I had 
gone with a boy for three years; 
found out later he was lost. I wit- 
nessed to him and he was saved, 
but God still didn’t want me to 
marry him. The end of my senior 
year God sent a wonderful Chris- 
tian band director to me. ‘Watch 
and pray, lest ye enter into temp- 
tation. The spirit truly is ready, 
but the flesh is weak.’ 

“We both let God lead in our 
one year and three months’ court- 
ship. We never even kissed till 
after our marriage ceremony on 
August 7, 1960. We were criti- 
cized and said it couldn’t be done 
by close relatives. But, praise God, 
He can do anything through His 


willing children. Now God is s0 
graciously giving us our first 
CHG... 


“This is why I feel led to help 
these precious girls come to know 


from God’s Word the real truth 
concerning petting.” 
She is what I would call a 


true Christian trying to help oth- 
ers overcome the temptations of 
teen-agers. 
“ ce ¥ 

This is an interesting letter tell- 
ing how a man driving a truck 
heard the “Voice of Revival’ and 
heard how he could obtain copies 
of THE SWorRD OF THE Lorpb. “I 
drive a diesel transport tank truck 
from Birmingham to Memphis. It 
was a little less than a year ago 
I heard Dr. Rice over the Chi- 
cago station. I have not been able 
to pick him up since, but I thank 
God I heard enough to hear of 
THe Sworp OF THE Lorp and 
where to write ‘for it.” 


Send Sword to Each Convert 


What a blessed and helpful 
thing it would be if in every 
church some Christians would 


take the serious responsibility of 
seeing that the lambs are fed, 
seeing that each new convert is 
sent THE SWORD OF THE LorD. How 
many thousands would become 
strong, useful Christians so much 
sooner, would avoid being led into 
heresies and false doctrines, would 
be made soul winners, if some 
loving Christian were willing to 
invest six cents a week in their 
growth in grace! 

Why not send THE 
THE Lorp to all new converts who 
have joined your local church in 
the last year? Then each week as 
others are converted, take the re- 
sponsibility to see that he gets in- 
to his hands this Gospel witness 
every week. (For twenty-five or 
more yearly subscriptions you may 
9ay only $2.00 per year.) 

Send to SworD OF THE 
Box 420, Wheaton, Lilinois. 


SworpD OF 


OPN 
Ls rvity 


oO  — 


pe RR CLT. Sire, 


- ~- -o y ew pe Wve errdntiemaneiinaietd sittaentats se eatieeall 
eh Abrus “~ —— ey a connor Oy er PS = 
Friday, August 18, 1961 THE SWORD OF THE LORD Page Thiece 
YE SPIES ATE EAT TIN 1 9 of Christ's hand, or out of the Fa-| Christ, ‘that every one (| Chris- My Teaching Never 


NL igy, TAT Ate tN Cats af fo ra/ Vn ry) ef 
Na NASARAALAN NAAALAAALALAWLAL 


Family Pets \/ 


We don’t have any pets at our 
house, which is really a shame for 
a family with children who love 
animals the way ours do. Sandy 
has promised the children that 
when they are old enough to help 
take care of pets—then we will 
get a dog. The boys and their 
daddy would like a Boxer; Carol 
prefers little dogs. I rather think 
the men will win. With a house- 
ful of little roughnecks, a nervous 
Kittle Chihuahua would never feel 
at home. 


I said we had no pets. Actually, 
I should have said we have no 
wanted pets. Occasionally a stray 
cat decides to settle in the crawl- 
space under our house to raise a 
family. It is warm and dry there, 
and evidently quite a comfortable 
home. Once two old tomcats went 
under the house to fight a duel 
and they got into such a fright- 
ful row in the middle of the night 
that they woke the whole family. 
They screamed and hissed and 
knocked each other against the 
plumbing until we were certain 
they had torn each other limb 
from limb. Frankly, we discourage 
any such stray visitors. It is not 
that we do not appreciate cats. 
It is just that the ones who come 
to see us are not the well-man- 
nered variety. Besides being noisy 
and of doubtful geneology, they 
also bring with them a host of 
fleas! 


It is amazing that almost any 
kind of an animal can become a 
pet merely because someone loves 
it and takes care of it. This spring 
our four-year-old Carol found a 
big fat garden worm which she 
named “Jacob” and carried around 
very tenderly until I persuaded 
her that he would really be much 
happier in the ground. Down the 
block there is a family who 
keeps a pet crow. His wings are 
clipped so that he will not run 
away and he does a lot of squawk- 
ing when he is hungry. To the 
casual observer he seems to be 
a mean, cantankerous old bird but 
he is loved by the children who 
keep him. Also in the neighbor- 
hood there is a large white rab- 
bit which is occasionally exer- 
cised by the family dog, believe it 
or not. I have seen the dog gently 
cireling the rabbit to keep him 
close to the house until the little 
boy who owns both the dog and 
the rabbit takes his pets into 
the house. 


As I said, a pet has the privi- 
leges of home and care and feed- 
ing, not necessarily because he is 
beautiful or expensive, but pri- 
marily because he is loved. My 
dad has a dog, mostly toy shep- 
herd, named Flicka, who is great- 
ly loved by the whole family. 
Eleven years ago she joined our 
family after she had been thrown 
from a car window by someone 
who evidently thought they had 
too many puppies. She has turned 
out to be a gentle, sensitive, al- 
most humanly-intelligent dog, 
though she joined the family with- 
out a single credential or recom- 
mendation. At first she was loved 
just because we had adopted her 
as our own: now of course, she is 
loved because she has earned that 
love. 

One of the most touching mir- 
acles Jesus ever performed was an 
iNustration of the rights and priv- 
jleges of the family pet. A Syro- 
phenician woman followed Jesus 
and His disciples, pleading that 
He cast a devil out of her daugh- 
ter. The self-righteous disciples, 
who wanted to have nothing to do 
with her because she was a Gen- 
tile, said, “Lord, send her away.” 
To the Jews a Gentile was of no 
more value than a dog. 


Jesus, knewing their hearts and 


wanting to teach His own disciples 
a lesson, said, “It is not meet to 
take the children’s bread, and to 
cast it unto the dogs.” One would 
think she would have been re- 
buffed at His answer, but she was 
wise enough to see that He was 
tenderly drawing her out. 

“Yea, Lord,” she answered, “yet 


‘\ 
By Jessie Rice Sandberg 


the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their masters’ table.” 

Jesus must have been moved by 
her humble profession of faith. 
Matthew 15:28 ends the story in 
this way: 

“Then Jesus answered and said 
unto her, O woman, great is thy 
faith: be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt. And her daughter was made 
whole from that very hour.” 

What a precious privilege that 
we, whether of the chosen Jewish 
race, or merely “adopted” into 
the house of God, have all the 
blessings of love and care and 
feeding because we belong to Him. 
And how rich are the crumbs that 
fall from the table of the King of 
kings! 


Does God Keep 
His Children? 


(Continued from page 1) 


new nature, born of God, does not 
sin, but hates sin and cannot be 
content with sin. > 

In I John 3:9, we are plainly 
told that this new creature within, 
this divine nature implanted in 
the Christian, cannot sin. ““Whoso- 
ever is born of God doth not com- 
mit sin; for his seed remaineth in 
him: and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God.” The Christian 
still has the old nature; and Ro- 
mans chapter 7 tells the struggle 
between the old nature which does 
sin and the new nature which does 
not sin. In Romans 7:15-17, Paul 
writes by divine inspiration: “For 
that which I do I allow not: for 
what I would, that do I not; but 
what I hate, that do I. If then 
I do that which I would not, I con- 
sent unto the law that it is good. 
Now then it is no more I that do 
it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” 
Again in verse 25 he says, “. . . So 
then with the mind I myself serve 
the law of God; but with the flesh 
the law of sin.” 

Every person who has been born 
again has a new nature, is a par- 
taker of the divine nature, is 
literally a child of God. But until 
the resurrection he will be trou- 
bled with the old nature, and 
must constantly fight against it if 
he would live a happy and vic- 
torious Christian life. 


Many Scriptures Say That the 
Christian Has Everlasting 
Life 

Many Scriptures say that a 
born-again child of God has ever- 
lasting life, and that the truly 
born-again Christian will not be 
lost. John 5:24: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him 
rthat sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemna- 
tion, but is passed from death un- 
to life.” 

John 3:36: “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” 

One of the clearest statements 
which Jesus made about ever- 
lasting life is the following: 


“My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow 
me: And I give unto them eter- 
nal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand, My 
Father, which gave them me, 
is greater than all; and no man 
is able to pluck them out of my 
Father’s hand.’—John 10:27-29. 


The Bible plainly tells us that 
Christ gives His sheep eternal life 
and that they shall never perish, 
“neither shall any pluck them out 
of my hand.” The King James 
Version reads, “neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand.” 
But the word man is not in the 
Greek text of the Scripture at 
all. What Jesus really said was 
“neither shall any pluck them out 
of my hand.” Neither man, nor 
Devil, nor circumstances, nor self 


—none can pluck the Christian out 


ther’s hand. Note in your Bible 
the word man in verse 28 and the 
same word man in verse 29 are 
in italic letters, which means they 
were not in the Greek at all. 

Another great and precious 
promise of everlasting life is given 
in Il Timothy 1:12, the last part 
of the verse, “For I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which 
Il have committed unto him 
against that day.” Paul had com- 
mitted his soul to Christ; and he 
was persuaded, convinced, that the 
Lord Jesus was able to keep it. 
And so every Christian ought to 
be able to say. 


People do not save themselves. 
They do not keep themselves. Peo- 
ple do not partly save themselves 
by good works, or baptism, or 
church membership, .or_ giving 
money, or prayers. They simply 
trust Jesus Christ and He does 
all the saving. 

Then people do not partly keep 
themselves. They leave the matter 
with Christ. That is what they 
have committed to Him, and He 
who did the saving by grace does 
the keeping the same way, by 
grace. People do not deserve sal- 
vation when they get it. People 
do not deserve salvation after they 
get it. It is by God's grace, and 
God's power, and on the merits of 
Jesus Christ, not our own merits. 


A Letter Answered 


We have a good letter from a 
brother in St. Francisville, TDli- 
nois, and we believe my answer 
to that letter will help many. 


“Dear Brother: 

“Il have your letter in which you 
Say: 

“ “We have heard two Free Meth- 
odist evangelists and one Mennon- 
ite evangelist quote you as say- 
ing, ‘When the Lord comes, He 
will call His children even out of 
the brothels, taverns, movies, and 
dance halls.’ In other words, you 
were preaching that our... doc- 
trine of equal security gave the 
believer a license to sin!’ 

“I am very happy to answer 
frankly and fully because a great 
truth is involved. 

“I did not say just what the 
Free Methodist evangelists and 
the Mennonite evangelist quoted. 
They took a statement out of its 
context, and perverted it to mean 
exactly opposite of what I express- 
ly said I meant. 

“The teaching which they have 
perverted and misquoted is in a 
sermon called “Tears in Heaven’ 
in the book, And God Remem- 
bered. With six devotional, Bible 
sermons, it sells for $1.50. Any- 
body who wants to know what 
I said can easily find it and verify 
for themselves the meaning of the 
whole passage. 

“The entire sermon on ‘Tears in 
Heaven’ is to show Christians that 
they had better not sin. The text 
of the sermon is in Revelation 
21:4, where we learn that more 
than a thousand years after the 
rapture and the resurrection of 
Christians, God will wipe away 
tears in Heaven. 

“The outline of that 
as follows: 

“1. In Heaven Christians will 
weep tears of shame because they 
were not abiding in Christ as they 
ought, when they were caught 
away. And the proof text for that 
is in I John 2:28: ‘And now, 
little children, abide in him; that, 
when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be 
ashamed. before him at his com- 
ing.” Here the Scripture 


sermon is 


be ashamed before Jesus when 
He comes, if they are not abiding 
in Christ, living out and out for 
Christ. 

“2 Christians in Heaven 
have tears of terror, when they 
are called before the judgment 
seat of Christ to give an account 
and to receive the things done in 
the body, whether good or bad. 


will 


The proof text for that as I] 
give in the sermon is in IJ 
Corinthians 5:10, 11: ‘For we 


must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ; that every 
one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. Knowing therefore the terror 
of the Lord, we persuade men... 
That Scripture says that we all, 
including Paul the inspired writer, 
and all the Christians at Corinth 
to whom he was writing, and 
Christians everywhere, must ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of 


plainly | 
says that God’s little children may | 


tians| may recéive the things done 
in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.’ And that at that judgment 
seat of Christ, terror will take 
hold of Christians who have not 
lived right. So the Bible teaches 
and so my sermon declares. 

“3. There will be tears of loss in 
Heaven when Christians find that 
they have let their loved ones go 
to Hell, and their works ave 
burned up. 


“The proof text for that is in 
I Corinthians 3:11-15, as follows: 


“‘*For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
build wpon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble; Every man’s work shall 
be made manifest: for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall 
be revealed by fire; and the fire 
shall try every man’s work of 
what sort it is. If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built there- 
wpon, he shall receive a reward. 
If any man’s work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: but he him- 
self shall be saved; yet so as by 
fire’ 

“Here we see that Christians in 
Heaven who have the foundation 
Jesus Christ, but who build on 
that foundation worthily, wil] re- 
ceive a reward in Heaven, besides 
the salvation they already have. 
And here we see that Christians 
who have Jesus Christ but who do 
not build upon that foundation 
worthily, and their works are 
burned up, will suffer loss. ‘If 
any man’s work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: but he him- 
self shall be saved; yet so as by 
fire.’ Here we have a picture in 
the Bible of people in Heaven 
saved but suffering loss because 
their works are burned up and 
loved ones have gone to Hell. 

“Now on this basis, in the ser- 
mon, “Tears in Heaven,’ I solemn- 
ly warn Christians everywhere 
that their sins will break their 
hearts later on. They will-have 
tears of shame when they meet 
Jesus. They will have tears of ter- 
ror when they stand at the judg- 
ment. They will have tears of 
loss when they see their loved 
ones gone to Hell, and their works 
burned up, though they them- 
selves are saved, ‘so as by fire.’ 

“IT said that when Jesus comes 
He will take all His really born- 
again Christians. I said that God 
took Lot, whom the Bible calls a 
righteous man, a godly man with 
a righteous soul, out of Sodom. 
And if Jesus should come and 
some Christian man should be 
where he ought not be, like Lot 
was in Sodom, Jesus would take 
him if he were a born-again Chris- 
tian. I said that David had no 
business being with Bathsheba, 
but David was a saved man. He 
was greatly shamed and embar- 
rassed when his sin was found 
out, and that is the way it will be 
with Christians when Jesus comes, 
if they have not lived right. I said 
that if there were Christians in 
movie houses and other places 
they ought not to be, they would 
be taken away, to suffer loss and 
shame because of their sins, when 
they stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ. 


Encourages Sin 

“Now for anybody to say that 
the doctrine 1 preach ‘gave the; 
believer a license to sin’ is unfair, ' 
is dishonest, and absolutely con- 
trary to the facts. Anyone who: 
reads THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
anyone who reads my books, any- 
one who has heard me preach ina 
revival campaign knows that I 
preach hard against sin. My books. 
on movies, lodges, the dance anil: 
tobacco certainly prove that. My. 
sermon on the scarlet sin certain- 
ly proves that. My preaching 
against the liquor traffic proves 
that. Everywhere I go Christian 
people start family altars, pay up 
their debts, give up the tobacco 
habit. Thank God for multiplied 
thousands who have given up the 
tobacco habit through my pam- 
phiet on tobacco. Hundreds of 
thousands of people have been. 
turned from worldliness and the 
unequal yoke and the blasphe- 
mous oaths of the lodges by my 
book, Lodges Examined by the 
Bible. 


“I do not teach that Christians 
have the carnal nature eradicatet 
and do not sin any more. I do not 
claim that for myself and 1 do 
not beheve it when other preach- 
ers claim it. But I believe I set 
as high a standard for holy living 
as the most radical Arminian. L 
believe my reviva] campaigns raise 
the mora] tone among Christian 
people as much as do the cam- 
paigns of any evangelist living. If 
there is one preacher in America 
who keeps harping on the truth 
that sin does not pay, that a man 
cannot get by with sin, that even 
Christians suffer for their sins, 
and the certain punishment of 
God comes on sin, I am that man. 
For anybody to take out of its 
context and twist a statement of 
mine to make it seem that I en- 
dorse Sin, or that I preach that 
being saved gives a person a Hi- 
cense to sin, or that it doesn’t 
matter if one sins after you are 
saved—to so twist and pervert 
my teaching is dishonest and de- 
ceitful. 


“T believe that some of those 
who quote such statements do it 
ignorantly, because a few untrust- 
worthy men have printed in tract 
form quotations of mine that per- 
verted what I said. Two or three 
magazines, anxious to attack and 
to show how the doctrine that one 
who believes in Christ has ever- 
lasting life, was from the Devil, 
published perverted and mislead- 
ing quetations, out of their con 
text, to prove that I preached ‘a 
sinning religion,’ and encouraged 
people to sin. I think that younger 
and ignorant men have been mis- 
led by that. But no man has a 
right to quote another man with- 
out giving the correct meaning 
and giving the setting from which 
the quotation is taken and the 
interpretation which the author 
himself gives. 


Salvation Does Not Make 
a Christian Perfect 
“And now it is true that I do 
not believe that salvation makes 
a person perfect in this life. Would 
you say that Charles Spurgeon 
(Continued on page 4) 


I have a great deal of respect|sis and with high academic 


for a fundamentalist or, as some 
prefer to say, for someone who is 
orthodox. I have some little re- 
spect for a modernist who declares 
his position uncompromisingly. I 
have a contempt for a man who 
tries to straddle this issue. Any 
man or institution that tries to 
straddle this issue I consider on 
the side of the modernists. There 
is more harm being done in Amer- 
ica by soft-pedaling, supposedly 
spiritual, Bible-believing evangeli- 
cals than by any other group. Bob 
Jones University wants everybody 
in the world to know that it is an 
old-time, fundamental, Bible-be- 
lieving, Christian institution with a 
strong, practica), Christian empha- 


cultural standards 


and 
and that it is 
uncompromisingly orthodox. We 
make our orthodoxy function with 
evangelistic unction. 

If you are interested in a school 
like this, you can help us. You can 
ray for us. You can invest some 


cf the Lord’s money in the school, 


and you can recommend the school 
to the right kind of young people 
whe can be trained for Christian 
leadership in the various walks of 
life. Won’t you let us hear from. 


you? Please do. Thank you, and 


Ged biess you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
{Advertisement ) 


Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, August 18, 1961 


Does God Keep | 
His Children? 
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went to Hell because for a good 
many years he smoked cigars? 
And that was while he was the 
greatest preacher in the world, 
having more people converted 
than-any other living man. Spur- 
geon came to see that that was 
wrong and some time before he 
died, he quit tobacco, But I think 
in Heaven he has shed many tears 
over a bad example. 

“I gave up movies after I was 
a preacher of the Gospel and had 
won many souls. I was in the 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and Dr. Lee Scarbor- 
ough, the great evangelistic presi- 
dent, urged upon us students to 
give up the movies. And most of 
the three hundred ministerial stu- 
dents had attended the movies 
frequently until that time and 
most of them quit then, as I did. 
Now to say that I was not con- 
verted before I came to see what 
was wrong with the movies and 
before I gave them up would be 
silly. I was as sincere then as now, 
but I did not know as much and 
had not been as well-developed 
in the Christian life. 

“Would you say that old-time 
Methodist preachers in the South 
who owned slaves have gone to 
Hell? Not necessarily! I think 
slave ownership was wrong, but 
the question had not been clari- 
fied’'in the minds of many; and 
we certainly have no right to say 
that: people are saved unless they 
are perfect. 

“T believe that all these people 
will have to face Jesus Christ and 
that they will be sorry for their 
sins and be greatly embarrassed 


and shamed before Jesus at His 
coming, over things that they have 
done wrong. I believe that the 
preacher brethren who have slan- 
dered me because they hate the 


4 doctrine of eternal salvation by 


grace alone and not of works will 
have to stand at the judgment 
seat of Christ, and there confess 
their sin and suffer shame and 
terror over it. 1 believe they are 
saved but they have sinned cer- 
tainly worse than the ignorant 
young Christian who may attend 
a movie or smoke a cigarette, in 
my humble judgment. 


“I teach now and always have 
taught that sin does not pay, that 
nobody gets by with sin. But I 
do teach that salvation is of God’s 
grace; it is not of works, lest any 
man should boast. People do not 
earn salvation before they get it, 
and they do not earn it after they 
get it. People are saved by grace 
and kept by grace. So the Bible 
clearly. teaches. 

“T thank you for your letter, 
and I hope this clears. the matter 
up. 

“In the Saviour’s name, yours,” 


John R. Rice 
Two Pamphlets That Will 
Help You 


Readers who are interested in 
further study of this question of 
everlasting life for believers, 
would do well to write for two 
pamphlets by this editor, Cam a 
Saved Person Ever Be Lost?, 24 
pages, 25c, and Hight Gospel Ab- 
surdities If a Born-Again Soul 
Ever Loses Salvation, 24 pages, 
price 25c. Why not order several 
copies of each to spread among 
friends who are interested or to 
use in classes? 


Order from the Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Box 420, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. 


be 


f 


When God Made Haste 


(Continued from page 1) 


eat: and no man gave unto him. And when 
he came to himself, he said, How many 
hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and | perish with 
hunger! | will arise and go to my father, 
ond will say unto him, Father, | have 
sinned against heaven, and before thee, 
And am no more worthy to be called thy 
son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 
And he arose, and came to his father. But 
when he was yet a great way off, his 
father saw him, and had compassion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 
And the son said unto him, Father, | have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son. But the father said to his servants, 
Bring forth the best robe, and put it on 
him; and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: And bring hither the 
fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and 
he merry: For this my son was dead, and 
is alive again; he was lost, and is found. 
And they began to be merry.”"—Luke 15: 
11-24. 


There are three things I want 
you to see in this story: 


I. THE POWER OF SIN. 


Il THE POVERTY OF THE 
SINNER. 


Ill, THE PICTURE OF THE 
SAVIOUR. 


I. The Power of Sin 


Here is the boy in his home, 
discontented and restless. He is 
tempted by the things he hears 
about the far country. Soon he is 
on his way. When he gets there 
he has a fine time for a little 
while, then he loses everything 
that he has. This is the picture 
of many sinners. They don’t want 
to be held down by the restraints 
of the Ten Commandments and 
the laws of God. They feel the 
call of sin. They enter into it. 
They enjoy it for a while, but 
soon all is gone. 

With the exception of the love 
of God, there is nothing in the 
world so powerful as sin. Sin de- 
grades—it takes a man from a 
high position and pulls him down 
to the lowest level. Sin defiles— 
it takes a clean man and makes 
him dirty. Sin defeats—it keeps a 
man from. going to the top. Sin 
destroys—it kills everything good. 
Sin dooms—if a man holds on to 
it, it will take him down to Hell. 

How does sin start out in one’s 
life? Always in a small way. A 
thief never steals one hundred 
thousand dollars in his first theft. 


He begins by small acts of dis- 
honesty. 


A murderer was put to death 
sometime ago in a Maryland pri- 
son. When asked how he began his 
career of crime, he said that he 
started out by taking small arti- 
cles from the church where he 
went to Sunday School, Yes, sin 
starts in a small way. When you 
do wrong your conscience con- 
demns you and you say, “I must 
never do that again.” But soon 
you commit the same sin. Soon 
you do something else that is 
wrong, and before long you are 
deep in sin and you don’t feel 
badly about it at all. 


From the Sea of Galilee to the 
Dead Sea it is a distance of sixty- 
five miles. But the Jordan River, 
running from the Sea of Galilee to 
the Dead Sea, takes two hundred 
miles to get there. Why is this 
so? Because the river has innum- 
erable curves. Centuries ago in 
making its bed, the stream took 
the least line of resistance and in 
that way it became a crooked, 
winding river. 

That’s the way that men go 
into sin. They take the line of 
least resistance. It is easy to quit 
going to church, so they lose the 
strength they could receive there. 
Other people are doing certain 
things and it is easier to follow 
suit than to resist. So, in devious 
ways, instead~ of fighting the 
down-dragging influences of sin, 
they gradually give in until they 
are caught in the meshes of 
iniquity. 

Do you know how our sin looks 
to God? It looks to Him like 
leprosy leoks to us. Leprosy is a 
loathsome, polluting, unclean 
thing. The hair falls from the head 
and eyebrows; the nails loosen, 
decay and fall off. The joints of 
the fingers and toes shrink and 
fall away. The gums are absorbed 
and the teeth disappear. The nose, 
eyes, tongue and palate are slow- 
ly consumed. And the Bible tells 
us that this is the way our sin 
looks to God—a loathsome, pol- 
luting, awful thing. 


When I was a boy, a balloonist 
came to our little town once a 
year. The balloon would be filled 
with gas from a fire in a pit which 
the man had dug. Soon the bal- 
loon would be bulging out on ev- 
ery side, yet it didn’t go up. Why? 
Because it was held down by sand- 
bags on every side. But when 
these sandbags were removed, the 
balloon soared up into the air. 


Many of us ought to rise up and 
live for God, but we are held down 
by the sandbags of sin. There is 
a law of gravitation in the spirit- 
ual world as well as in the physi- 
cal. Oh, may God help us to throw 
off our sin and soar up closer to 
God! 


Il. The Poverty of the Sinner 


We have seen the power of sin 
which brought the prodigal son 
down; now we see how poor he 
is. He has to take a job feeding 
pigs, the worst humiliation imag- 
inable to the Jewish mind. He al- 
most starved to death. He was 
ready to eat the garbage thrown 
to the hogs: That’s a picture of 
the sinner. He“may have much of 
this world’s goods, but spiritually 
he is just as poor as this boy was 
physically. r 

Jesus said, “For what shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own 
soul?”’ He is saying here that any 
man who doesn’t have a hope in 
Christ is a poor man. You can’t 
take it with you, and even if you 
could, it wouldn’t help you out 
over there. 


When a rich man died sometime 
ago, this question was _ asked, 
“How much did he leave?” And 
the answer came forth, “He left 
it all.” Now you are not rich and 
you never expect to be, so what 
is the application to you when 
Jesus says, “What shall it profit 
a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?” 
Here it is. If you spend your life 
for this world only and leave 
Christ out, where is your profit? 
There is no profit in it. You only 
have Hell waiting for you. 

Here is a man who is very 
popular in his city. His name is 
known to thousands. He has a nice 
home. He enjoys all the necessi- 
ties of life and many of its luxu- 
ries. He serves as chairman of 
the civic committees. He rides on 
the crest of the waves. But God 
says, ‘You are the poorest man 
in the world. You will have these 
things for just a few more years, 
then, since you know not Christ, 
you will go to a place where these 
things cannot help you.’ 


I don’t care how wealthy you 
are, I don’t care how well edu- 
cated you are, I don’t care how 
happy you are; if you don’t know 
Jesus Christ, you are the poorest 
man in all the world. What does 
the Christian have awaiting him 
at the end of the way? He has a 
heavenly home, a place where no 
troubles or sickness or death can 
ever touch him. He has a reunion 
with his loved ones who have gone 
on before. He has a Saviour who 
will reward him and give him the 
best things of Heaven. What does 
a lost man have awaiting him at 
the énd of the way? Nothing but 
Hell and outer darkness and sepa- 
ration from God and eternal suf- 
fering. Tell me, how can any man 
afford to turn Christ down? 


Ill. The Picture of the Saviour 


Well, the prodigal son finally 
comes to realize his hopeless and 
helpless condition. He begins to 
think about all that the father 
has for him at home. In deepest 
humility, he decides that he will 
be willing to go héome and be a 
servant for the rest of his life. 
Surely that would be better than 
staying any lopger in the pigpen. 
So he leaves ‘that old place of 
pollution and starts home. The 
journey back was nothing like the 
journey coming out. He came out 
riding on a fine horse, his pockets 
full of money. He was wearing 
fine clothes and anticipating the 
good time he was going to have. 
But when he goes back he is on 
foot, ragged, dirty, hungry, with 
just a spark of hope in his heart. 
He hopes that his father will for- 
give him and let him be one of the 
hired servants. 


Then one day he comes to the 
top of the hill and he sees his 
home lying peacefully in the val- 
ley. In a moment he sees a fa- 
miliar figure. His father has seen 
him and is running toward him. 
He doesn’t know what to expect. 
But when his father hugs him 
and kisses him and calls for the 
fatted calf, he knows that all is 
forgiven and all is well. That is a 
picture of Jesus Christ. When you 
come to realize your sinful and 
lost condition, when you_ turn 
away from sin and toward Jesus, 
He will rush out to greet you 
and save you. 


Now the father not only forgave 


> 


to be prepared for him. Not only 
will Christ forgive your sins, but 
He will fill your life with good 
things in this world and in the 
world to come. 


We often sing the words, “O 
happy day that fixed my choice on 
Thee, my Saviour and my God!” 
Do you remember that day? Do 
you remember the tears that you 
shed? And then do you remember 
the joy that came into your heart? 
Do you remember the sweet peace 
that filled your soul? Do you re- 
member the assurance that you 
had then, that no matter what 
happened all was well with your 
soul? Oh, that was a happy day! 
And what God has done for others, 
He can do for you, my lost friend. 


There is a spot to me more dear 
Than native vale or mountain; 

A spot to which affection’s tear 
Springs grateful from its fountain. 


Tis not where kindred souls abound 


‘Tho that is almost Heaven— ..._ _.... 


But where | first my Saviour found, 
And felt my sins forgiven. 


Charles G. Finney was holding 
a meeting in Detroit. A man came 
up to him and asked, “Will you 
go home with me and talk with 
me about my soul?” Mr. Finney 
promised that he would. 


Someone then came an@‘satd; 
“Mr. Finney, that’s the’ meanest 
man in town; he runs our biggest 
saloon.” ti? sein 

“But I promised to go with 
him,” replied Mr. Finney. 

He walked home with the man 
And went into the house. The man 
pulled out a pistol and laid it on 
the table. He said, “I am not 
going to harm you. This pistol has 
killed four men, twe by me, and 
two by my bartender. I want to 
ask you if there is any hope for 
a man like me?” 


Mr. Finney replied, “God says 
that ‘the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son, cleanseth us from all sin.’ ”’ 


Then the man said, “I own a 
saloon. Many times I have let men 
spend their last cent in that sa- 
loon, knowing that this would 
mean that their wives and chil- 
dren would go hungry. Women 
have pled with me not to sell any 
more booze to their husbands, but 
I have driven them out. Is there 
any hope for a man like me?” ~ 

And Mr. Finney = said--again, 
“God says that ‘the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son, cleanseth us from 
all sin!’ ” 


Then the man said, “But I run 
a gambling den and it is as crook- 
ed as Satan. If a man leaves the 
saloon with money in his pocket, 
I take it away from him in there. 
Men have gone out from that 
gambling den and committed sui- 
cide. Is there any hope for me?” 


And again Mr. Finney replied, 
“God says that ‘the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son, cleanseth us from 
all sin.’ ”’ 


“T have one more question,” said 
the man. “I live in a beautiful 
home. Some years ago I went to 
New York on business. I met a 
lovely girl and I lied to her. I 
told her that I was a broker. We 
were married soon thereafter. 
When she came here and learned 
what I was, it broke her heart. 
I have an eleven-year-old girl. I 
have gone home drunk and beaten 
my wife and little girl. I have 
made life hell for them. Is there 
any hope for a man like me?” 

And Mr. Finney replied, ‘This 
is a black story that you have told 
me, but I say to you again that 
‘the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, 
cleanseth us from all] sin.’” 

“Thank you,” said the man, “I 
will be at church tomorrow night.”’ 

The next morning he went into 
his saloon and smashed every- 
thing to pieces. He went into his 
gambling den and tore up every 
gambling device. He went home 
and put his arms around his wife 
and daughter and said to them, 
“You need not be afraid of me 
any more. God has given you a 
new man, a new daddy.” “That 
night he and his wife and daugh- 
ter walked down the aisle, gave 
their hearts to Christ and joined 
the church. 


He can do for you what He has 
done for others. He is just wait- 
ing for you to move His way, then 
He will rush to your side and save 
you. 


Will You, Today, Turn to 
Jesus Christ for Mercy 
and Forgiveness? 

You have read the fine sermon 
by Dr. Ford. Now will you con- 
fess yourself a sinner; will you 
turn to Christ for mercy and trust 
Him once and for all to forgive 
your sins and save your soul? I 
beg you, turn to Christ today, 
trust Him and depend upon Him 
and have this settled once and 
for all. Will you here and now 
take Christ as your own personal 
Saviour, depending on Him for 
forgiveness and salvation? 

If you will, I beg you, first, 
make the decision clear in your 
own mind and then sign the de- 
cision form below, copy it in a let- 
ter and mail it to me at once. 


Evangelist John R.-Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: - 


I have read Dr. Herschel Ford’s 
sermon on “When God Makes 
Haste.” I realize that I am a 
poor sinner like the prodigal boy 
who ‘went away from home and 
sinned and came to want and ruin. 
I am tired of sin. I want God to 
forgive me. So here and now, the 
best I know how, I turn my heart 
from sin; I trust Christ to forgive 
me and save me, and I claim Him 
as my own Saviour now. Please 
tell Dr. Ford, and please write me 
a letter of counsel and help as I 
set out now to live the Christian 
life. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


Teaching Children 


(Continued from page 1) 


I, Children Are Capable of 
Salvation. 


He, who reclaims the _ gray- 
haired sinner from the error of his 
ways, can turn a little child from 
his youthful follies. He who in 
the eleventh hour finds some 
standing idle in the marketplace 
and sends them into the vineyard, 
can call men at the dawning of 
the day to labor for Him. He who 
can change the course of a river 
when it has rolled onward and 
become a mighty flood, can con- 
trol a newborn rivulet leaping 
from its cradle fountain, and 
make it run in the -channel He 
desires. He can do all things; He 
wan work upon children’s hearts 
as He pleases, for all are under 
His control. 


I will not take time to establish 
the doctrine, because I do not con- 
sider that any of you are so fool- 
ish as to doubt it. But although 
you believe it, I fear many of you 
do not expect to hear of children 
being saved. Throughout the 
churches I have noticed a kind 
of abhorrence of anything like 
early, childlike faith. We are 
frightened at the idea of a little 
boy loving Christ; and if we hear 
of a little girl following. the Sav- 
jour, we say it is a youthful fancy, 
an early impression that will die 
away. I beseech you, never treat 
infant faith with suspicion. It is 
a tender plant—don’t brush it too 
hard. 


I heard an incident sometime 
ago which I believe to be perfect- 
ly authentic. A dear little girl, 
some five or six years old, a true 
lover of Jesus, requested of her 
mother that she might join the 
church. The mother told her she 
was too young. The little thing 
Was grieved exceedingly; and 
after awhile the mother, who saw 
that faith was in her heart, spoke 
to the minister on the subject. 
The minister talked to the child, 
and said to the mother, “I am 
thoroughly convinced of her faith, 
but I cannot take her into the 
church, she is.too young.” When 
the child heard that, a strange 
gloom passed over her face; and 
the next morning when her moth- 
er went to her little bed, she lay 
with a pearly tear or two on each 
eye, dead for very igrief. Her 
heart was broken because she 
could not follow her Saviour, and 
do as He had bidden her. 

Take care how you treat young 
faith. Believe that children can 
be saved as much as} yourselves. 
When you see the young heart 
brought to the Saviour, don't 
stand by and speak harshly, mis- 


. trusting everything. It is better 


sometimes to be deceived than to 
be the means of ruining one. May 
God give to His people a firmer 
belief that little buds of grace are 
worthy of our care! 


II. Two Encouragements 


I will give you two’ encourage- 
ments, both of which you will 
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find in the text. 

The first encouragement is that 
of example. David said: “Come, 
ye children, hearken unto me: I 
will teach you the fear of the 
Lord.” You are not ashamed to 
tread in the footsteps of David, 
are you? You will not object to 
following the example of one who 
was first eminently holy, and then 
eminently great. Shall the shep- 
herd boy, the giant-slayer, the 
psalmist of Israel, and the mon- 
arch, tread in footsteps which you 
are too proud to follow? Ah, no! 
You will be happy, I am sure, 
to be as David was. 

If you want, however, a higher 
example even than that of David, 
hear the Son of David while from 
His lips the sweet words flow: 
“Suffer little children to come 
unto me and forbid them not, for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
I am sure it would encourage you 
if you always thought of these 
examples. 

You teach children—you are not 
dishonored by it. Some say you 
are a mere Sunday school teacher, 
but you are a noble personage, 
holding an honorable office, and 
having illustrious predecessors. 
We love to see persons of some 
standing in society take an inter- 
est in Sunday schools. 

One great fault in many of our 
churches is that the children are 
left to the young people to take 
care of—the older members, who 
have more wisdom, taking but 
very little notice of them. And 
very often the wealthier members 
of the church stand aside as if 
the teaching of the poor were not 
(as indeed it is) the special busi- 
ness of the rich. I hope for the 
day when the mighty men of Is- 
rael shall be found helping in this 
great warfare against the enemy. 
We have heard of presidents, of 
judges, men of Congress, and per- 
sons in the highest positions—not 
condescending, for I scorn to use 
such a term, but honoring them- 
selves by teaching little children 
in Sunday schools. He who teach- 
es a class in a Sunday school has 
earned a good degree. I had rather 
receive the title of S.S.T., than 
M.A., B.A., or any other honor 
that ever was conferred. 


Then take heart, because your 
duties are so honorable. Let the 
royal example of David, let the 
noble, the godlike example of Je- 
sus Christ inspire you with fresh 
diligence and increasing ardor, 
with confident and enduring per- 
severance, still to go on in your 
mighty work, saying, as David 
did: “Come, ye children, hearken 
unto me: I will teach you the fear 
of the Lord.” 


The second encouragement I 
will give is the encouragement of 
great success. David said, “Come, 
ye children, hearken unto me.” He 
did not add, “Perhaps I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord,” but 
“T will teach you.” He had suc- 
cess: or if he had not, others have. 


The success of Sunday schools! 
If I begin to speak of that I shall 
have an endless theme; therefore, 
I shall not commence. Many vol- 
umes might be written on it, and 
then when all were written, we 
might say, “I suppose that even 
the world itself could not contain 
all that might be written.” Up 
yonder where the starry hosts per- 
petually sing His high praise—up 
where the white-robed throng 
continually cast their crowns be- 
fore His feet—we may behold the 
success of Sunday schools. There, 
too, where infant millions assem- 
ble Sunday after Sunday to sing, 
“Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,” 
we see with joy the success of 
Sunday schools. 


And in almost every pulpit of 
our land, and there in the pews 
where the deacons sit, and godly 
members join in worship—there is 
the success of Sunday schools. 
And far away across yonder broad 
ocean in the isles of thé south, 
in lands where those dwell who 
bow before blocks of wood and 
stone—there are missionaries 
saved in Sunday schools, whose 
thousands, redeemed by their la- 
bors, contribute to swell the 
mighty stream of the tremendous, 
unexampled, incalculable, I had 
almost said infinite success of 
Sunday school instruction. Go on! 
Go on! So much has been done; 
more shall be done. Let all your 
past victories inflame you with ar- 
dor: let the remembrance of cam- 
paigns of triumph and of battle- 
fields won for your Saviour in 
the realms of salvation and peace 
ho vour encouragement for fresh 
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Ill. Three Admonitions 


The first is to remember whom 
you are teaching. ‘Come, ye chil- 
dren.” I think we ought always 
to have our audience in mind, not 
that we need care that we are 
preaching to Mr. So-and-so, be- 
cause in God’s sight that is a 
trifle. But we are to remember 
that we are preaching to men and 
women who have souls, so that we 
ought not to occupy their time by 
things that are not worth their 
hearing. 

But when you teach in Sunday 
schools, you are, if it be possible, 
in a more responsible situation 
even than a minister, He preaches 
to grown-up people—men of judg- 
ment, who, if they do not like 
what he preaches, have the option 
of going somewhere else, You 
teach children who have no option 
to go elsewhere. If you teach the 
child wrongly, he believes you; if 
you teach him heresies, he will 
receive them; what you teach him 
now he will never forget. You are 
not sowing, as some say, on virgin 
soil, for it has long been occu- 
pied by the Devil; but you are 
sowing on soil more fertile now 
than it ever will be—that will pro- 
duce fruit now far better than it 
will in later days. You are sowing 
on a young heart, and what you 
sow will be sure to abide there, 
especially if you teach evil, for 
that will never be forgotten. 

You are beginning with the 
child; take care what you do with 
him. Don’t spoil him. Many a child 
has been treated like the Indian 
children, who have copper plates 
put upon their heads, so that they 
may never grow. There are many 
who know themselves to be sim- 
pletons now, just because those 
who had the care of them when 
young gave them no opportunities 
of getting knowledge, so _ that 
when they became older they 
cared nothing about it. Have a 
care what you are after; you are 
teaching children; mind what you 
are doing. Put poison in the 
spring, and it will impregnate the 
whole stream. Take care what you 
are after. You are twisting the 
sapling, and the old oak will be 
bent thereby. Have a care! It is 
a child’s soul you are tampering 
with, if you are tampering at all; 
it is a child’s soul you are pre- 
paring for eternity, if God is with 
you. 


I give you a solemn admonition 
on every child’s behalf. Surely, 
if it be treachery to administer 
poison to the dying, it must be 
far more.crimina] to give poison 
to the young life. If it be evil to 
mislead gray-headed age, it must 
be far more so to turn aside the 
young heart to a road of error 
in which he may forever walk. Ah, 
it is a solemn admonition—you aré 
teaching children! 

The second is to remember that 
you are teaching for God. “Come, 
ye children, hearken unto me: I 
will teach you the fear of the 
Lord.” If you, as teachers, were 
assembled to teach only geogra+ 
phy, I am sure I should not inter- 
fere if you were to tel) the chil- 
dren that the North Pole was 
close to the equator; or if you 
were to say that the extremity 
of South America bordered the 
coast of Europe. I would smile 
at your error. 

But you are not teaching geo- 
graphy or astronomy, neither are 
you teaching for business or for 
the world; but you are teaching 
them to the best of your ability 
for God. You say to them, “Chil- 
dren, you come here to be taught 
the Word of God. You come here, 
if it be possible, that we may be 
used of God to lead you to Him.” 
Have a care what you are after 
when you pretend to be teaching 
them for God. Wound the child’s 
hand if you like, but don’t touch 
his heart. Say what you like about 
temporal matters, but I beseech 
you, in spiritua] matters take care 
how you lead him. Be careful 
that it is the truth which you 
inculeate, and only that. 

And now how solemn your work 
becomes! He who is doing a work 
for himself, let him do it as he 
likes; but he who is laboring for 
another, let him take care how he 
does his work. He who is now 
employed by a monarch, let him 
beware how he performs his duty; 
but he who labors for God, let 
him tremble lest he does his work 
ill! Remember you are laboring 
for God. I-say so, because you 
profess to be. Many, I fear, even 
among you, are far from having 
this view of the matter. 

The third admonition is to re- 


member that your children want 
teaching. The text implies that, 
when it says: “Come, ye chil- 
dren, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord.” 
That makes your work all the 
more solemn. If children did not 
want teaching, I would not be so 
extremely anxious that you should 
teach them right; for works that 
are not necessary, men may do 
as they please. But here the work 
is necessary. 


Your child wants teaching! He 
was born in iniquity; in sin did his 
mother conceive him. He has an 
evil heart; he knows not God, and 
he never will unless he is taught. 
He is not like some ground of 
which we have heard, that has 
good seed lying hidden; but in- 
stead he has evil seed within his 
heart. God can place good seed 
there. You profess to be His in- 
struments to scatter seed upon 
that child’s heart; remember, if 
that seed be not sown, he will be 
last forever, his life will be a life 
tof alienation from God, and, at 
his death, everlasting fire must 
be his portion. Be careful, then, 
how you teach, remembering the 
urgent necessity of the case. 

This is not a house on fire need- 
ing your assistance at the engine, 
nor is it a wreck at sea demanding 
your oar in the lifeboat, but it is 
a deathless spirit calling aloud to 
you, “Come over and help us.” I 
beseech you, teach “the fear of 
the Lord,” and that only; be very 
anxious to say, and say truly, “I 
will teach you the fear of the 
Lord.” 


IV. Here Are Four 
Instructions 


That brings me to four instruc- 
tions, and they are all in the text. 

The first is to get the children 
to come to your school, “Come, 
ye children.” The great complaint 
with some is that they cannot get 
children. Go and get them to 
come. A canvass is a good idea, 
and you ought to have a canvass 
of every community, and get every 
child you can. David says, “Come, 
ye children.” My advice then is to 
get the children to come, and do 
everything to effect it. 

Don’t be very particular how 
you get the children to school. 
Why, if I could not get people to 
come to my place by preaching in 
a black coat, I would have a uni- 


\ 


form tomorrow. I would have a 
congregation somehow, Better do 
strange things than have an 
empty chapel, or an empty Sun- 
day school room, 

When I was in Scotland, we sent 
the beliman round a village to 
secure an audience, and the means 
was eminently successful. Spare 
no means. Go and get the children 
in, 1 have known ministers who 
have gone out on Sunday after- 
noons and talked to the children 
who were playing in the streets, 
sO as to induce them to come to 
the school. This is what an earn- 
est teacher will do. He will say, 
“John, come to our school. You 
do not know what a nice school 
it is.” Then he gets the children 
in and, in a kind, winning manner, 
he tells them some stories about 
girls and boys, and so on. And.-in 
this way the school is filled. Go 
and catch them anyway. There is 
no law against it. You may do 
what you like in battle. All is fair 
against the Devil. My first in- 
struction then is, get children, ana 
get them anyway. 

The newt is to get the children 
to love you. That also is in the 
text. “Come, ye children, hearken 
unto me.” You know how we used 
to be taught in school, how we 
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Lodges EXAMINED BY THE Bible 
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Gives 80 pages of first-hand information, clear Bible teaching. 
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reminds us of Rev. 19:11, 


Searching the Scriptures 


for the Saviour 


by Elizabeth Rice Handford 


Psalm 45, 46 and 47 
Out of the Ivory Palaces 


Once again, 


in these three Psalms, we see Jesus reigning over 
all the earth, but here is an element in God’s revelation of Him. From 
other Scriptures we know that He will be the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, and that He will sit on the throne of His Father David. But 
in the beautiful 45th Psalm we glimpse our part in His reign. The King 
has a birde—a lovely bride, fragrant and beautiful, dressed in wrought 
gold. Who is she? She is the redeemed; all those who have trusted 
Christ as their Saviour. 


This bride had to forget her own people, and her father’s house 


(vs. 10). We were of igneble birth, too, born in sin, and Satan was our 
father. But. our Bridegroom chose us, and redeemed us. We step from 
darkness into the Ivory Palaces, one with Christ, dressed in holy gar- 
ments provided by Him (Isa. 61:10). 
church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish” 


“Even as Christ also loved the 


(Eph. 5:25-27). 


We know that Psalm 45:6 and 7 refer to Christ, because Hebrews 


1:8 and 9 tell us they were spoken to “‘the Son.” 


The picture of Christ riding, with His sword girt upon His thigh, 


when Heaven opened, and “behold, a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness he doth judge and make war .. 
vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS.” 


. and he hath on his 


Then in Psalm 46 and 47 we learn of the ever-present power of our 


Clues Across 


“let not the sun 
5 taal wrath” Eph. 4 


, 3 ieee , give him drink” 
Rom. 12 

“my heart standeth in —___ of 
thy word” Ps. 119:161 

. S| anne know that I 
am God’ 

“Thine arrows are sharp —__-_-~- 
the heart of the king’s enemies’”’ 
Satiliitiedi throne, O God, is for 


ever and ever’ 
“Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? shall tribu- 


ee distress” Rom. 8 
“O clap your hands, all —.__-- 
people”’ 

servant of Solomon’s whose 


children returned from captivi- 
ty (Ezra 2:57) 

i. —— mighty, with thy glory 
35 “And in thy majesty 
beeause of truth 
s and righteousness” 
“the streams whereof shall __-—- 
glad the city of God.” 
“the shields of the earth 
unto God”’ 

“the Father of lights, with 
variableness” 


a eae ae 


James 1 
“whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also Gal. 6 
“If so be ye have —__--~ that 
the Lord is gracious” I Pet. 2 
“for God is the King all 
the earth” 

“neither had respect unto: him 
that fashioned it long 


Isa. 22 
see 21 across 
TI cansceahleteeies is Cast into the lap; 


but the whole disposing there- 
of is of the Lord” Prov. 16 


Deadline: August 18, 1961 


Lord of hosts. Though His kingdom is not yet established on the earth, 
He is indeed with us, and able to meet every need. “For God is the 
King of all the earth.” 


42 “mighty men which tread down 
their enemies in the of 
the streets” Zech. 10 

43 canal between Lake Huron and 


Superior 

44 father of Shuppim and Huppim 
(I Chron. 7:12) 

ny <dasheaitniiets I live, ye shall live al- 
so” John 14 

46 “The BOG dno hosts is with 
us” 


48 initials of two other names of 
Simon, Andrew’s brother (John 
1:40, 42) 

49 wapiti 

90 “even as God for Christ’s ______ 

hath forgiven you” Eph. 4 

o2 “She be brought unto 
the king in raiment” 

53 “because of and meek- 
ness and righteousness” 


Clues Down 

in a a 
myrrh, and aloes, and cassia’”’ 

2 “he hath authority from the 
chief priests to bind all that 

call thy name” Acts 9 

4 initials of king whom God said 
would die, and who 
brought news he would live for 
15 more re he pray- 
ed (II Kings 20:1, 4, 5) 

of thy fathers shall be 
thy children” 

6 pigpen 


is a river, the streams 
’ 


9 “Kings’ daughters were among 
thy honourable —_ _ _ 
10 a son of Gad (Gen. 46:16) 
“sev esiactle is inditing a good 
17 “Why make ye this 
weep?” Mark 5 


Puzzle No. 33 
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| are: 


‘| Version) for 48 coupons; 


Mail to: Puzzle Editor, Sworp OF THE Lorp, Wheaton, Illinois 
PRINT CLEARLY 


Name 
; Address 
; City 


meee ia =e eee ee ee 


Zone .-.. State —_~- 


—_—_—_— — 


(Cut along dotted lines) 


19 initials of father and brother of 


Ephraim (Gen. 41:50-52) 


20 ski 

22 “it went _.__._.. with Moses for 
their sakes”’ Ps. 106 

29 “Gird thy sword upon thy 


thigh, O most mighty, with thy 
itials of brave man and his 
wife, whom he won because of 
his valor (Josh. 15:16, 17) 


27 


30 “behold this selfsame thing, 
that ye sorrowed after a godly 
BRET iis " II Cor. 7 

32 “the eyes of the Lord run to 


and throughout the whole 
earth” II Chron. 16 


33 “Therefore the Son of man is 
iF . as of the sabbath” 
Mark 2 


king of Sodom (Gen. 14:2) 
“they were all with one accord 
in Solomon's . ” Acts 5 
see 1 down 
“the ravens of the valley shall 
_._... it out” Prov. 30 
son of Peleg (Gen. 11:18) 
“as thou . to do 
those that love thy name” 
119 :132 
; unto the rock whence 
ye are hewn” Isa. 51 
“gi ‘ace is poured into thy 


unto 
Ps. 


Nebo 


45 ‘ boweth down, 
stoopeth” Isa. 46 

47 “So he _- them according 
to the integrity of his heart” 
Ps. 78 

+) Gyr iaeee eee , thou that destroyest 


the temple’ Mark 15 
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prompt answers to 


Puzzle N::mber 33 


for correct, 


The New 


James H. McConkey 


Tne subject of this bookiet per- 
tains to the love-life of the be- 
liever and is based upon our Lord’s 
statement in John 12:34, “A new 
commandment I gwe unto you, 
That ye love one another,” plus the 
Apostle’s description of love in 
I Corinthians 13. 


The author deals with little- 
known, oft-forgotten aspects of 
love such as the “kindness of love,” 
“the coveringness of love,” “the 
practicalness of love,” “the suffer- 
ing of love’ and “the all-sufficiency 
of love.’”’ He points out that love 
is a goal, love is a fruit, love is of 
the Spirit and love is eternal since 
it “never faileth.” 


THE RULES 


1. Fill 


in blanks according to 


clues given. Answer must be com- 


plete and correct. We use the Sco- 
field Reference Bible in making up 
the clues. 


2. PRINT name and address in 
blank below puzzle. This coupon 
serves as your address label for 
‘envelope containing your prize. If 
|you print your answers on a sepa- 

rate sheet in order to not cut your 
arene put them in the same form 
as the puzzle rather than in col- 
‘umns. Entries will not be returned. 
| 3. If paper arrives after deadline, 
place date of arrival on puzzle en- 
try. Answer to Puzzle Number 33 
will appear in September 8 issue. 
| 4. Each person having a correct 
entry will receive a coupon along 
with the weekly prize. Save these 
coupons! End of the year prizes 
World Bible with concordance, 
or Rainbow edition of the Bible 
for young readers (King James 
a com- 
pact and easy to handle World 
Bible (King James Version) for 40 
coupons; Jllustrated Bible Geogra- 
phy and Atlas for 25 coupons. 

Remember, your coupons are the 
only record of your correct entries. 
It will be your responsibility to 
keep the coupons. Duplicate cou- 
pons will not count as two sepa- 
rate coupons. ALWAYS INCLUDE 
YOUR COMPLETE ADDRESS 
ON PUZZLE, NOTE OR OTHER 
CORRESPONDENCE, 


Teaching Children 


(Continued from page 5) 


stood up to repeat our lessons. 
That was not David's plan. “Come, 
ye children—come here, and sit 
upon my knee.” “Oh,” thinks the 
child, “how nice to have such a 
teacher! A teacher who will let 
me come near him, a teacher who 
does not say ‘go,’ but ‘come.’ ”’ The 
fault of many teachers is that 
they do not get their children near 
them, but endeavor to foster a 
kind of awful respect. Before you 
can teach children, you must get 
the silver key of kindness to un- 
lock their hearts, and get their 
attention. Say, “Come, ye chil- 
dren.” 


We have known some good men 
who are objects of abhorrence to 
children. You may remember the 
story of two little boys who were 
one day asked if they would like 
to go to Heaven, and who, much 
to their teacher’s astonishment, 
said they really would not. When 
they were asked, “Why not?” one 
of them said, “I would not like to 
go to Heaven because Grandpa 
would be there, and would be sure 
to say, ‘Get along, boys; get along, 
boys.’ I would not like to be with 
Grandpa.” 

If a boy has a teacher who al- 
ways wears a sour look, but who 
talks to him about Jesus, what 
does the boy think? “I wonder 
whether Jesus was like you; if 
He were, I wouldn't like Him 
much.” 


Then there is another teacher 
who, if he is provoked ever so lit- 
tle, disciplines the child; and, at 
the same time, teaches him that 
he should forgive others, and how 
kind he ought to be. “Well,” 
thinks the child, “that is no doubt 
very nice, but my teacher does 
not show me how to do it.” If 
you drive a boy from you, your 
power is gone, for you won't be 
able to teach him anything. It is 
of no avail to attempt teaching 
those who do not love you. Try 
to make them love you, and then 
they will learn anything from you. 

The next instruction is to get 
the children’s attention. That is 
in the text. “Come, ye children, 
hearken unto me.” If they do not 


hearken, you may talk, but 
you will speak to no purpose 
whatever. If they do not 


listen, you go through your labors 
as an unmeaning drudgery to 
yourselves and your scholars, too. 
You can do nothing without se- 
curing their attention. “That is 
just what I cannot do,” says one. 
Well, that depends upon you. If 
you give them something worth 
attending to, they will be sure to 
attend. Give them something 
worth hearing, and they will cer- 
tainly hearken. This rule may not 
be universal, but it is very nearly 
so. 


Don’t forget to give them a few 
anecdotes. Anecdotes are very 
much objected to by critics of 
sermons, who say they ought not 
to be used in the pulpit. But some 
of us know better than that; we 
know what will wake up a con- 
gregation. We can speak from ex- 
perience that a few anecdotes here 
and there are first-rate things to 
get the attention of persons who 
won’t listen to dry doctrine. 


Do try to learn as many anec- 
dotes in the week as _ possible. 
Wherever you go, if you are really 
a good teacher, you can always 
find something to tell your chil- 
dren. Then when your class gets 
dull, and you cannot keep their 
attention, say to them, “Do you 
know the Five Bells?” And then 
they all open their eyes, if there 
is such a place in the village. Or 
“Do you know the turning against 
the Red Lion?” Then tell them 
something you may have read or 
heard just to secure their atten- 
tion. 


Answer to Puzzle No. 30 


, 


— oe 


A child once said, “Father, I 
like to hear Mr. —..< preach, be- 
cause he puts some ‘likes’ into his 
sermon—'‘like this, and like 
that.’”’. Yes, children always love 
those “likes,”” Make parables, pic- 
tures, figures for them, and you 
will always get on. I am sure if 
I were a boy listening to some of 
you, unless you told me a story 
now and then, you would as often 
see the back of my head as my 
face. And I don’t know, if I sat 
in a hot schoolroom, but that my 
head would nod, and I would go 
to sleep, or play with Tom on my 
left, and do as many strange 
things as the rest, if you did not 
strive to interest me. 


The fourth admonition is to 
take care what you teach the chil- 
dren. “Come, ye children, heark- 
en unto me: I will teach you the 
fear of the Lord.” Not to weary 
you, however, I only hint at that, 
and pass on. 


V. Here Are Five Subiécts to 
Teach Your Children 


These you will find in the vers- 
es following the text: “Come, ye 
children, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord.” 

Morality is the first thing .to 
teach. “What man is he that de- 
sireth life, and loveth many days, 
that he may see good? Keep thy 
tongue from evil and thy lips 
from speaking guile. Depart from 
evil, and do good; seek peace, and 
pursue it.” 

Godliness, with a constant be- 
lief in God’s oversight, is the sec- 
ond. “The eyes of the Lord are 
upon the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their cry.” 

The evil of sin is the third thing. 
“The face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the 
earth. The righteous cry, and the 
Lord heareth, and delivereth them 
out of all their troubles.”’ 

The necessity of a broken heart 
is the fourth thing. “The Lord is 
nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart; and saveth such 
as be of a contrite spirit.” 

The inestimable blessedness of 
being a child of God is the fifth 
thing. “Many are the afflictions of 
the righteous: but the Lord de- 


(Continued on page 8) 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 20c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 

on classified ads, please, except for custom- 
ers who already ‘have accounts. Copy is due 
three weeks in advance of abiheat ides date. 


SCOFIELD BIBLES 
Wholesale and retail. Gold stamping, thumb 
index. Write for literature. Fowlers’ Chris- 
tian Book Store, Hamburg, New York. 


TRACTS 
Be Wise. Win souls with Seripture tracts. 
100 assorted, 25c. 500. assorted, $1.00. Ball 
point pens, 100 cost $5.00. K. Allman, 90 
Coral Street, Paterson 2, N. J. 


SERMON OUTLINES 


America’s most usable outlines, Six books 
of fifty outlines each. $1 per book. Loose- 
leaf plastic binding. Guaranteed. Free 
brochure. Religious Press, 2206 E. Dupont, 
Belle, W. Va. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
A price, binding and style to meet every 
need. Workmanship guaranteed. Write for 
literature: Norris Bookbinding Company, 
Stone Avenue, Greenwood, Mississippi. 


SAVE MONEY 
Buy USED religious and theological books. 
Write for free catalog. Libraries purchased. 
Kregel’s k Store, Dept. SL, Grand 
Rapids 6, Michigan. 


AGENTS WANTED 
tun a spare-time Greeting Card and Gift 
Shop at home. Show friends samples of 
our new 1961 Christmas and All Occasion 
Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take their orders 
and earn to 100% profit. 
necessary. Costs nothing to try. Write 
today for samples on approval. Regal 
Greetings, Dept. 102, Ferndale, Michigan. 


No. experience 


EQUIPMENT WHOLESALE! 
TAPE RECORDERS for broadcast and 
home use (economical 18 lb. machine with 
unusually durable mechanism available) ; 
professional microphone below wholesale 
with purchase of recorder or P. A. ampli- 
fier; recording tape; P. A. systems; tran- 
sistor amplifiers and tuners (DC-AC 2 yr. 
guarantee!); BIBLE on _ records; sound 
and filmstrip PROJECTORS (exceptional 
value in 16mm); filmstrips, etc., available 
to missionaries, churches, and “Sword” 
readers! We promote equipment of proven 
quality only. Specify equipment interest. 
wt & D. Distributors, Box 5116-5, Orlando, 

la, 


WANTED 
Assistant for Rescue Mission work, Single 
man, retired preferred. Send three refer- 
ences with reply to K. A. Brooks, 6 Cross 
St., Springfield, Mass. 
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Cards, Stationery, Calendars, Bibles, excit- 
ing Novelties, Useful Gifts. EASY 
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Wholesale E Price List FREE. WRITE DAY! 
** Friendly Christian Service since 1927"’ 
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$1.20. trayed. Reg. price $3, sale price | — ef  «§ a _. 40 
$2.40. .... Speaking With Tongues, 60c 42 
.---COMING KINGDOM OF Re A eh rd Fat tathiggy ho Peace 4 
CHRIST, THE. ..---SOUL WINNER’S FIRE. | ---- — Revi Songs eo 65 ws ‘ 2c 
= 4 = , } _.-. Leaching Children (C. . Spurgeon), 5c 12¢ 
Will answer questions, comfort,| Eight messages calculate to give re ie andl ae sath y te Pe nats 
create a longing for Christ’s com-}| you a new conception of the im-| eRe oe on ca ed idee he Me ts ae 
ing in your heart. Reg. price, $2.50,| portance of soul winning. Cloth, | Gris whet " Wome We preginye eM Pisce ge yg te Rll) ee genes 

sale price $2. reg. price $1.50, sale price $1.20; | a tas Gee: dk ike ae 


.-..."‘COMPEL. THEM TO 
COME IN’’ 


Newest book by Evangelist John 
R. Rice. Nine of the messages most 
used and blessed as preached in 
many places over America. Reg. 
price $2, sale price $1.60. 


.~..-GOD’S CURE FOR 
ANXIOUS CARE. 


Shows the way to comfort, en- 
couragement, guidance, strength 
and continual joy in the Christian 
life. Reg. price $2, sale price $1.60. 


....-HOME: COURTSHIP, 
MARRIAGE & CHILDREN 


Practical, scriptural advice on 
every phase of the subject the 
title indicates—a Bible manual on 
the home!-Reg. price $3, sale price 
$2.40. 


...-IMMANUEL—GOD WITH 
us! 


Deals with Immanuel’s birth, in- 
carnation, forgiveness, return, cor- 
onation and invitation. Filled with 
strong Bible teaching. Reg. price 
$1.75, sale price $1.40. 


..--IS GOD A DIRTY 
BULLY’’? 


Seven sensational sermons. First 
chapter deals with answer to Bish- 
op Oxnam’s charge that the God 
of the Old Testament who punish- 
edi sin is a “dirty bully.” Reg. price 
$2, sale price $1.60. 


....!S JESUS GOD? 

A thrilling, convincing book 
with abundant proof that the 
Christian religion depends on the 
infallibility of the Bible as the 
Word of God. Reg. price $2.50, sale 
price $2.00. 


....! LOVE CHRISTMAS. 


Sound, sane, scriptural teaching 
centered around the person and 
birth of our wonderful Lord. Reg. 
price $2, sale price $1.60. 


.-...-KING OF THE JEWS. 


A verse-by-verse commentary on 
the Gospel according to Matthew. 
Explains the parables; emphasizes 
the miracles. Reg. price $4.50, sale 
price $3.60. 


-..--POWER OF PENTECOST. 


A Bible manual dealing with the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. Unfolds 


paper 39c, sale price 3lc. 
-.--.-TWELVE TREMENDOUS 


THEMES. 


A foundation book on the basic | 
Christian doctrines. Reg. price 
$2.50, sale price $2. 


----WE CAN HAVE REVIVAL 
NOW 


. 


Answers all those who deny the 
possibility of revival today. Reg. 
price $2.00, sale price $1.60. 
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..--WHAT IT COSTS TO BE A 
GOOD CHRISTIAN. 


The author’s favorite messages | 
on all-out discipleship after thir- | 
ty years of pleading with Chris- 
tians to lay all on the altar for 
Christ. Cloth, reg. price $2.50, sale | 
price $2. Paper, reg. price $1, sale | 
price 80c. 


..--WHEN SKELETONS COME 
OUT OF THEIR CLOSETS. 


Powerful and popular sermons 
for both saved and lost. Reg. price 
$2, sale price $1.60. 


----HOLLYWOOD CESSPOOL 


by Robert L. Sumner. A deadly 
expose of Hollywood movies and 
morals. Reg. price $3, sale price 
$2.40. 


-.---HELL IS NO JOKE 

by Robert L. Sumner. These ser- 
mons will inspire and start fires 
burning. Suggestions, illustrations 
and outlines for preachers. Reg. 
price $2, sale price $1.60. 


..--HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL 
Contains messages by great 
preachers. A manual on every 
phase of mass evangelism. Reg. 
price 33.00, sale price $2.80. 


.----MAN SENT FROM GOD. 


Life story of Dr. John R. Rice 
written by Evangelist Robert L. 
Sumner. Gives a personal insight 
into the background, the early life, 
the character, the romance, the 
hardships, controversies, and ac- 
complishments of this man sent 
from God—John R. Rice. Reg. 
price $3.50, sale price $2.80. 


.---PREACHER AND HIS 
PREACHING 
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by Dr. W. B. Riley. Wise, trust- | 


worthy teaching for the one who 
wants to preach or who wants to 
become a better preacher. Reg 


P. O. Box 420 


. When a Christian Sins, 


. What's Wrone With the Dance? 50c 


LIFE-CHANGING PAMPHLET LIBRARY 


By Dr. John R. Rice, unless otherwise indicated 


25c each; 5 for $1; 30 for $5; 60 for $8.50 or 100 for $12.50 


_... All Have Sinned , 


.. All Satan’s Apples Have Worms 
. Backslider, The 
. Banquet Invitation 


. Biggest, Meanest Crook, The (R. L. 
Sumner) 


... Blight of Booze (R. L. Sumner) 

. Bloody Hands 
Can a Saved Person Ever Be Lost? 
Christmas Pageant 
Christ Is Coming, Signs or No Signs 
Christ’s Literal Reign 

._ Christian and War, The (R. L. Moyer) 
Church Members Who Make God Sick 
Churches and the Church 

. Correction and Discipline of Children 
Courtship and Petting 
Crossing the Deadline 
Dangerous Triplets 
David and Bethsheba 
Divorce, the Wreck of Marriage 
Double Curse of Booze, The 


Eight Gospel Absurdities If a Born- 
Again Soul Ever Loses Salvation 


Father, Mother, Home and Heaven 
Finnish Gold Story, The (S. D. Gordon) 
Four Biggest Fools in Town 
Fullness of the Spirit 

_ Giving Your Way to Prosperity 
Good Man Lost—Bad Man Saved 
Healing in Answer to Prayer 
Hell—What the Bible Says About It 

_ Hey! Young People! (Wilfred Meloon) 


High Cost of Revival, The 
Hindrances to Prayer 


_ How Great Soul Winners Were Filled 


With the Holy Spirit 
How Jesus, Our Pattern, Was Filled 
With the Holy Spirit 


. Jehoshaphat’s Sin 


Last Judgment of the Unsaved Dead 
Lot 


. Missing God’s Last Train 


Neglect, Shortest Way to Hell 


. Negro and White 


Never Alone, Never Fersaken 


. Our God-Breathed Book, The Bible 
. Rebellious Wives and Slacker Husbands 


Religious But Lost 


. Saved for Certain 


Separation From Sin and Worldliness 
(R. L. Sumner) 


Sermon From a Catholic Bible 


. Spectators at the Cross 


Storehouse Tithing 


. Sunday or Sabbath 
. Tears in Heaven 


Tohacco: Is Its Use a Sin 


. Trailed by a Wild Beast 


Unequal Yoke, The 


. Verbal Inspiration 
. What Is a Jehovah’s Witness? (John 


Wimbish) 


. What Will Happen When Jesus Comes? 


Why Preach Against Sin? 


. Wonderful Jesus 


TRACTS 


_ CHRISTIAN CO-OPERATION AND 
SEPARATION by Dr. John R. Rice. 
8c each, 13 for $1. 

FOR CHRISTIAN TEE N-AGERS 
ONLY! (Elizabeth Rice Handford): 
Sc each, 20 for $1, 100 for $4 

_ HERBERT ARMSTRONG — FALSE 
PROPHET (R. L. Sumner): 8c each, 
20 for $1 


SWORD OF THE LORD FOUNDATION 


Wheaton, Illinois 


——— a a a a 


THESE BIBLE CHRISTIANS FELL 
THROLGH COMPROMISE by Or, 
John R. Rice. 8c each, 13 for $1 


_.“WHAT MUST I DO TO BE 


SAVED?” (John R. Rice) English. 
+ for lic, $1.60 per 100 

PATHS TO RUIN FOR A PRBEACHs- 
ER (Walt Handford): 8c each, 13 
for $1 
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the key to God’s power for your] price $2, sale price $1.60. | , 
lite! Reg. price $3.50, sale price ' 
92,80. ...-SWORD BOOK OF TREAS- 
URE , 
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--~-PRAYER—-ASKING AND A collection of classics in Chris- 
RECEIVING tian literature, compiled by Dr. 
America’s best seller on prayer.| John R. Rice, from the very cream 
Will teach anyone to pray effec-| of articles printed in THE SworbD 
tively. Reg. price $3.00, sale price | OF THE LorD. Reg. price $3.00, sale | 
$2.40, price $2.40, 


Plus postage and handling. Please add 


25c for orders up to $5, 50c up to $10, and 5 I, SR ok at . sitgetcllibinantsicincnibeniioati 


(Sale ends at midnight, September 8) AERA GG Is ». Brsnttestceunncainnm 


Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


« 


Friday, August 18, 1961 


Teaching Children 


(Continued from page 6) 


livereth him out of them all. He 
keepeth all his bones: not one 
of them is broken... . The Lord 
redeemeth the soul of his serv- 
ants: and none of them that trust 
in him shall be desolate” (Ps. 
$4:12-20, 22). 

I have given you these divisions, 
and now let me refer to them one 
by one. Here, then, ts a model 
fesson for you: “Come, ye chil- 
dren, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord.” 

David commences with a ques- 


tion: “What man is he that de- 
sireth life, and loveth many 
days?" The children like that 


thought; they would like to live 
bong. With this preface he com- 
mences and teaches them movruli- 
¢y> “Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile. 
Pepart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it."’ Now, 
we never teach morality as the 
way of salvation. God forbid that 
we should ever mix man’s Works 
én-any way with the road to Heav- 
en; for we are saved by grace 
through faith, and that not of our- 
selves, it is the gift of God (Eph. 
2:8). But yet we teach morality, 
while we teach spirituality; and 
I have always found that the Gos- 
pel produces the best morality in 
ail the world. 

I would have the Sunday school 
teacher consider the morals of the 
boys and girls, speaking to them 
very particularly of those sins 
which are most common to youth. 
He may honestly and conveni- 
ently say many things to his chil- 


dren which no one else can say, 
especially when reminding them 
of the sin of lying, so common 
with children; the sin of little 
petty thefts, of disobedience to 
parents, of disregarding Sunday 
as the Lord’s Day. 


I would have the teacher be 
very particular in mentioning 
these things, one by one; for it 
is of little value talking to them 
about sins on the whole. You must 
take them one by one, just as 
David did. First look after the 
tongue: “Keep thy tongue from 
evil, and thy lips from speaking 
guile.”” Then look after the whole 
conduct: “Depart from evil, and 
do good; seek peace, and pursue 
it.”” If the child’s soul is not saved 
by other parts of the teaching, 
this part may have a beneficial 
effect upon his life; and so far 
so good. Morality, however, is 
comparatively a small thing. 


The best part of what you teach 
is godliness, a constant belief in 
God—I said, not religion, but 
godliness. Many people are re- 
ligious without being godly. Many 
have all the externals of godliness, 
all the outside of piety—such 
men we call religious—but they 
have no thought about God. They 
think about their place of wor- 
ship, their Sunday, their books, 
but nothing about God; and he 
who does not respect God, pray 
to God, love God is an ungodly 
man with all his external religion, 
however good that may be. 

Strive to teach the child always 
to have an eye to God; impress on 
his mind, “Thou, God, seest me”; 
stamp on his books, “Thou, God, 
seest me”: beseech him to re- 
member that: 


+ your child; 


Within the encircling arms of God 
He evermore doth dwell. 


The arms of Jehovah encompass 
him around, while his every act 
and thought is under the eye of 
God. No Sunday school teacher 
discharges his duty unless he con- 
stantly lays stress upon the fact 
that there is a God who notices 
everything. Oh, that we were god- 
lier ourselves, that we talked more 
of godliness, and that we loved 
it better! 


The third lesson is the evil of 
sin. If the child does not learn 
that he will never learn the way 
to Heaven. None of us ever knew 
what a Saviour Christ is till we 
knew what an evil thing sin is. If 
the Holy: Spirit does not teach us 
“the exceeding sinfulness of sin,” 
we shall never know the blessed- 
ness of salvation. Let us ask His 
grace when we teach, that we may 
evermore be able to lay stress up- 
on the abominable nature of sin. 
“The face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the 
face of the earth.” Don’t spare 
let him know what 
sin leads to; don’t, like some peo- 
ple, be afraid of speaking the 
consequences of sin plainly and 
broadly, 

I have heard of a father, one 
of whose sons, a very ungodly 
young man, died very suddenly. 
He did not say to his family, “We 
hope your brother has gone to 
Heaven.” Overcoming his natural 
feelings, he was enabled by divine 
grace to assemble his children and 
say, “My sons and daughters, your 
brother is dead; I fear he is in 
Hell; you knew his life and con- 


duct, you saw how he behaved. 
God snatched him away.”’ Then he 
solemnly warned them of the 
place to which he believed he had 
gone, begging them to shun it; 
and he was the means of bringing 
them to serious thought. 


But had he acted, as some would 
have done, with tenderness of 
heart but not with honesty of pur- 
pose, and said he hoped his son 
had gone to Heaven, what would 
the others have said? “If he is 
gone to Heaven there is no need 
for us to fear; we may live as we 
like.” 

No, no; I hold it is not unchris- 
tian to say of some men that they 
are gone to Hell, when we have 
seen that there lives have been 
hellish lives. I have seen their sins 
go beforehand to judgment, and 
I do not doubt that they shall 
follow after. 

“But may they not be saved 
at the eleventh hour?” I do not 
know that they may. I have heard 
of one who was, but I do not know 
that there ever was another, and 
I cannot tell that there ever will 
be. Be honest, then, with your 
children and teach them by the 
help of God that evil shall slay 
the wicked. 

But you will not have done half 
enough unless you teach carefully 
the fourth point—the absolute 
necessity of a change of heart. 
Oh, may God enable us to keep 
this constantly before the minds 
of the taught—that there must be 
a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit, that good works will be of 
no avail unless there be a new 
nature, that the most arduous du- 
ties and the most earnest prayers 
will all be nothing, unless there be 
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a true and- thorough repentance 
for sin, and an entire forsaking of 
it through the mercy of God. 

Be sure, whatever you leave out, 
that you tell them of the three 
R’s: Ruin, Regeneration, and Re- 
demption. Tell them that they are 
ruined by the Fall, and that if 
they are redeemed by Christ, they 
never can know it until they are 
regenerated by the Spirit. Keep 
before them these things; and 
then you will have the pleasant 
task of telling them. 

In the fifth place—the joy and 
blessedness of being a Christian. 
I need not tell you how to talk 
about that, if you know what it is 
to be a Christian. When we get 
on this subject, our mind cares 
not to speak, for it would riot in 
its joys and revel in its bliss. Oh, 
truly was it said: “Blessed are 
they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered” (Rom. 
4:7). “Blessed is he that trusteth 
in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Loca me.” — 

Always lay stress upon this 
point: that the righteous are a 
blessed people—that God’s chosen 
family, redeemed by the blood and 
saved by power, are a blessed peo- 
ple here below and will be a 
blessed people above. Let your chil- 
dren see that you are blessed. If 
they know you are in trouble, 
come with a smiling face, if it be 
possible, so that they may say; 
“Teacher is a blessed man, al- 
though he is bowed down with 
troubles.” 

Always seek to keep a joyous 
face that they may know religion 
to be a blessed thing; and let this 
be one main point of your teach- 
ing, though “many are the afflic- 
tions of the righteous: but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them 
all. He keepeth all his bones: not 
one of them is broken. ... The 
Lord redeemeth the soul of his 
servants: and none of them that 
trust in him shall be desolate.” 

Now, with all the instruction 
you may give to your children you 
must be deeply conscious that you 
are not capable of doing anything 
in the child’s salvation, but that 
it is God Himself who from the 
first to the last must effect it all, 


You are a pen; God may write 
with you, but you cannot write 
yourself. You are a sword; God 
may with you slay the child's 


sin, but you cannot slay it your 
self. Therefore always be mindful 
of this: You must be first taught 
of God, then you must ask Gog 


to teach, for unless a_ higher 
Teacher than you instruct the 
child, that child must perish. All 
your instruction cannot save his 


soul: it is the blessing of God 
resting on it. 

May God bless your labors! He 
will do it if you are instant in 
prayer, constant in supplication; 
for never yet did the earnest 
preacher or teacher labor in vain, 
and never yet has it been found 
that the bread cast upon the Wae. 
ters has been lost. 


(This sermon may be had in booklet form 
for 15c or 8 copies for $1 from Sword 
the Lord, Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois.) 


Incidents ... 


(Continued from page 2) 


immorality, atheism and commuU- 
nism, 

“You dare not wait till a child 
is 21 to let it obtain its first in- 
formation about American “fred 
enterprise’ vs. “Russian COM. 
munism. 

“Nor can you expect a young- 
ster to hold an open mind about 
moral values till he is 21. 

“Tdealism reaches its maximum 
during the teens! And if you don’t 
implant moral stories and biblical 
precepts, such as the Ten Come 
mandments, when your child is @ 
toddler, you may find his mind 
has been captured by a Communist 
agitator or a ‘pink’ professor or 
an outright atheist.’ 

Dr. Crane is right! Every par- 
ent has a responsibility to see to- 
it that evéry child ‘of his is in 
Sunday school and church regular- — 
ly. However, such compulsion loses — 
most of its effectiveness unless the — 
child is accompanied at the House 
of God by his parents! Take— 
don’t send—your children to 
church! 

See you in Sunday school! 

. * * 


* 
Pray for Evangelist Sumner’s meetings; 
Thru August 20: 
Skeels Baptist Church 
Gladwin, Michigan 
August 27-September 10: 
City-Wide Meeting 
Crowell, Texas 


September 12-24: Paste 


Immanuel Baptist Church 
Newton, Iowa i 4 
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